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SUNGAIBESAR - Timbalan
Presiden PKR, Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali ber-
kata, beliau akan berusaha
memberikan masa untuk ber-
kempen bagi membantu calon
Pakatan Harapandisinidandi
Kuala Kangsar, Perak.
Menteri Besar Selangor
itu berkata, adalah sukar me-
nentukan jadual harian ke-
rana beliau mengiringi Sultan
Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin
Idris Shah ke majlis-majlis ber-
buka puasa di negeri ini.
“Saya akan melihat ja-
dual saya dan cuba berada di
kedua-dua tempat. Dalam
masa sama, saya juga harus
memenuhi tugas saya seperti
tahun lalu untuk mengiringi
Tuanku Sultan pada hampir
setiap malam, katanya ketika
proses penamaan calon PRK
Sungai Besar, semalam.
Azmin meminta semua
jentera parti PKR turun ber-
kempen untuk calon Pakatan

-y o , 18

\\

Azmin (kanan) bertanyakan sesuatu kepada Timbalan
Presiden Pas, Datuk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man di pekarangan
Pusat Penamaan Calon Dewan Seri Bernam, semalam.

Harapan di kedua-dua kawa-
san PRK tersebut.

Beliau juga mengucapkan
selamat kepada calon Pas, Dr
Rani Abdul Othman yang ber-

tanding di Sungai Besar.

“Dr Rani masih sebahagian
daripada kerajaan negeri dan
dia juga penyokong polisi ke-
rajaan negeri; katanya.
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SUNGAI BESAR - Proses
penamaan calon bagi PRK
Parlimen Sungai Besar me-
nyaksikan pertandingan
tiga penjuru antara BN, Pas
dan Parti Amanah Negara
(Amanah),

Pengumuman itu di-

umumkan Pengurus PRK

Lawan tiga penluru

Sungai Besar, Khairuddin Md

Som di pentas

Dewan Seri Bernam, di sini,

jam 10.30 pagi, semalam.

; Tlgamlonmm% » B ' . e ) B

MohdZohdidariBN, Dr ;

D o . Sl s o i

Ab Shukor (Amanah) yang .

mewakili Pakatan Harapan  pag Dauk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan  Timbalan Presiden PKR, Datuk

menyerahkan borang pen-  \fan, Seri Mohamed Azmin Al

calonan masing-masing. Turut mengiringi, Ketua Suruhanjaya Pilihan Raya
Sebelumitu, AdunSungai  pyewan Ulama Pas Pusat,  (SPR)menetapkan PRK Sungai

Panjang, Budiman, 44, diiringi gk Dr Mahfodz Mahmod;  Besar diadakan serentak

Timbalan Perdana Menteri,  \ily Presiden Pas, Datuk PRI Kuls Kingspca 18

Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid  jgandar Abdul Samad; Ketua  ini,manakala pengundian awal

Hamidi; Pengerusi Umno Lajnah Penerangan Pas Pusat,  pada 14 Jun.

Selangor, DatukSeriNohOmar  Nagrydiin Hassan bersama pe- Pada PRU13, Allahyarham

bexarakdanUnanawangan nyokong parti itu. Tan Sri Noriah Kasnon men-

Sungai Besar, kira-kira 1 kilo- " gementara Amanah yang  dapat 18695 undi dengan ma-

meter dari pusat penamaanca-  pertanding atas tiket Pakatan  joriti 399 undi mengalahkan ca-

lonpadajam830pagi.  Harapan mempertaruhkan lon Pas, Mohamed Salleh M
Kira-kira 3,000 pemimpin A zhar 51, yang diiringi Presiden  Hussin (18296 undi).

dan penyokong BN berarakke A manah, Moharnad Sabu. Sungai Besar mempunyai

pusat penamaan calon. Beberapa pemimpin 42,836 pengundi berdaftar de-
Manakala Pas yang me-  palaan Harapan turut hadir  ngan 67.18 peratus pengundi

namakan Adun Meru, Abdul Penashat DAR Lim ~ Melayu, Cina (3068 peratus),

Rani, 58, sebagai calon parti ki G Presiden PKR, Datuk ~India (191 peratus) dan kaum

itu diiringi Timbalan Presiden  ger\Yan Azizah WanIsmaildan  lain (023 peratus).
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Mahu bela nasib penduduk

SUNGAI BESAR - Calon
Pas, Dr Abdul Rani Osman
berhasrat membela kebajikan

dang medianya di Markaz
Pas Simpang Lima, Dr Abdul
Rani meluahkan rasa kesal

“Tidak timbul masalah
kerana apa yang berlaku di
Selangor ini berbeza dengan

penduduk Parlimen Sungai apabila Parti Amanah Negara  negeri lain. Kita masih me-
Besar jika dipilih pengundi (Amanah) yang mempunyai  neruskan Pakatan Rakyat (PR),"
pada pilihan raya kecil (PRK)  hasrat sama dengan Pas bagi ~ katanya.
parlimen itu pada 18 Junini. ~ menumbangkan BN tetap me- Pada sidang media sama,
Dr Abdul Rani berkata, letakkan calon di kerusi itu. Pesuruhjaya Pas Selangor,
apa jua permasalahan di- “Fokus kita nak jatuhkan — Datuk Iskandar Abdul Samad
hadapi rakyat akan dibawanya BN dan sesiapa saja. Kalau berkata, pertandingan tiga pen-
pada Sidang Parlimen untukdi- ~ dia (Amanah) betul-betul nak  juru itu membuktikan politik
bahaskan agar mendapatpem-  jatuhkan, Amanah tak per-  negara ini matang.
belaan pihak berwajib. lu bertanding di kerusi tradi- “Saya lihat ini bukan satu
“Kita minta pengundiberi  si Pas. masalah..ini adalah ujian ke-
peluang kepada Pas sebab kita “Apabila masuk campurdi  matangan politik di Malaysia.
nak lebih banyak suara Pasdi ~ Sungai Besar, itu akan berikan “Sudah berlaku di negara
Parlimen. kelebihan kepada Umno dan  lainsepertidi United Kingdom
“Kalau kita menang, se- BN di Sungai Besar! katanya. ~ yang membentuk kerajaan
benarnya bukan untuk calon.. Dalam pada itu, Dr Abdul  campuran dua parti pada 2005
tetapi mewakili parti Pas un-  Raniyangjuga AdunMeruber-  hingga 2010.
tuk bela rakyat diparlimen iniy  kata, tahaluf siyasi antara parti “Jadi tidak ada masalah ka-
katanya selepas penamaan ca-  itu dan PKR dalam pentadbir-  lau kita benar-benar matang
lon di Dewan Seri Bernam, di  an Selangor masih wujud dan ~ dan kalau kerajaan terus ber-
sini, pagi seralam. beliau sendiri masih berkawan  jalan walaupun bertembung
Sementara itu, pada si- dengan pemimpin PKR. pada PRK; katanya.




06 Jun 2016
Sinar Harian, Malaysia

Terowong hakal tambah kesesakan?

Author: No author available « Section: Nasional » Page: 38 « Printed Size: 179.00cm? -
Market: KL « Country: Malaysia * Photo: Full Color « Ad Value: MYR 3,053.00
PR value: MYR 9,159.00 ¢ ltem ID: MY0026202180

&isentia.mediaportal

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

Page 1 of 1

Lif rosak dibaik pulih

SUBANG JAYA - Masalah
kerosakan lif di Pangsapuri Sri
Tanjung US] 16, di sini sejak
beberapa tahun lalu akhirnya
menemui jalan penyelesaian
apabila ia dibaik pulih meng-
gunakan peruntukan di bawah
Skim Ceria kerajaan negeri.
Pengerusi Perbadanan
Pengurusan (MC) pangsapu-
ri itu, Mohd Nizam Abdullah
berkata, kerosakan kemudah-
an lapan lif di empat blok ru-
mah pangsa itu semakin ketara
sejak tiga tahun lalu.
Menurutnya, setiap kali
rosak, ia menimbulkan ke-

@

sukaran kepadakira-kira4,000 ¢ Han dan Mohd Nizam (kir) ketika merasmikan

penduduk terutamagolongan  penggunaan lif selepas kerja baik pulih kemudahan itu selesai
wargaemas, ibumengandung ~ sepenuhnya.

dan kanak-kanak.

"Masalah berkenaan ke- MohdNizammengucap-  RM1.13 juta manakala baki
mudian diutarakan kepada  kanterimakasthkepadakeraja-  selebihnya ditanggung keraja-
wakdl rakyatdan permohonan  an negeri dan Adun Kinrara,  an negeri.
peruntukandaripada Program  Ng Sze Han yang menghulur- “Dasar tanggung kos ber-
Skim Ceriakerajaannegeridi-  kan bantuan hinggakerjabaik ~ sama dilaksanakan kerajaan
pohon pihaknya. pulih dapat dilaksanakan. negeri iniadalah langkah tepat

“Lif berkenaan sering ro- “Sayaingin mengingatkan  supaya penduduk turut jaga
sak mungkin kerana sudah  penduduk supayasama-sama  dan hargai harta bersama.
beroperasi tanpa henti sejak  jaga harta yang baru dibaik pu- “Pengurusan pangsapu-
16 tahun lalu selain perbuat-  lih... jika tak, mungkin perlu-  ri kos rendah dan pangsa-
an vandalisme. kanbelanjakoslebthbesarjika  puri kos sederhana lain yang

“Kami bersyukur per- iarosak lagi) katanya. ingin memohon peruntuk-
mohonan Skim Ceria dilulus- Sementara itu, Sze Han  an menerusi skim ceria boleh
kan dan kerja pembaikan di-  berkata, pihak MC me-  berurusan dengan Lembaga
lakukan sejak Oktober tahun  nan 20 peratus daripa-  Perumahan dan Hartanah
lepas; katanya. da kos baik pulih berjumlah  Selangor (LPHS); katanya.
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Blok A35-A38 Pangsapuri Kos Rendah Taman Puchong Permai dengan kerjasama Jawatankuasa
PenducllukUKP) Majlis Perbandaran Subang Jaya (MPSJ) Zon 14, Masjid Istiqgamah, Surau Ra’ayah dan Surau An
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Bersih Hulu Langat:Seramai 120 warga Perba-
danan Kemajuan Negeri Selangor (PKNS)

tanah bergotong-royong membersihkan kawa-

kubur san Tanah Perkuburan Islam Kariah Mas-
jid Al-Muttaqin, Dusun Tua, di sini.
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Azmin doa Dr Abdul Rani berjaya

“Saya mendoakan Dr Abdul
Rani Osman berjaya,” kata
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali.
Beliau berkata, Ahli
Dewan Undangan Negeri
Meru itu adalah anggota
kerajaan negeri dan
penyokong kerajaan negeri
di Dewan Undangan Negeri.
Katanya, PKR juga sudah
siap sedia menghantar
jentera ke Parlimen Kuala
Kangsar dan Sungai Besar.
“Sehubungan itu, saya
minta calon Parti Amanah

Negara (PAN) dan PAS fokus
menumbangkan BN,”
katanya kepada media di
Pusat Penamaan Calon di
Dewan Seri Bernam, di sini,
semalam.

Sebelum itu, kemunculan
beliau semasa proses
penamaan calon
mengejutkan banyak pihak
selain mencetuskan
pelbagai tanda tanya kerana
sebelum ini sering tidak
bersama kepemimpinan
rakan sekutunya dalam
Pakatan Harapan.

LY
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Lawan tiga penjuru

B SPR terima Kkertas penamaan calon BN, PAS, PAN

Fuad Hadinata Yaacob, Hairulazim Mahmud, Muhammad Saufi
Hassan dan Siraj Mohd Zaini

eperti dijangkakan, Pi-
s lihan Raya Kecil (PRK)
Parlimen Sungai Besar
menyaksikan pertembungan
tiga penjuru antara Barisan
Nasional (BN), PAS dan Parti
Amanah Negara (PAN).
I.ebih menarik pertembu-
ngan itu membabitkan dua
Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Selangor manakala
calon PAN muka baru.
Calon BN Budiman Mohd

Zohdi yang juga ADUN Su-
ngai Panjang dicabar wakil
PAS dan ADUN Meru Dr Ab-
dul Rani Osman.

Manakala calon PAN Azhar
Abdul Shukur mencuba na-
sib kali pertama mewakili
parti-serpihan PAS itu.

Pegawai Pengurus Pilihan-
raya Mohd Khairudin Md
Som ketika mengumumkan
senarai calon berkata, kedu-
dukan calon di dalam kertas
undi didahului Abdul Rani
diikuti Budiman dan Azhar.

“SPR menerima tiga kertas
penamaan calon iaitu Budi-
man pada jam 9.03 pagi, Az-
har jam 9.05 pagi dan Abdul
Rani tepat jam 9.12 pagi.

“Saya berpuas hati dengan
borang pencalonan dan tiada
yang ditolak,” katanya se-
lepas proses penamaan calon
di Dewan Seri Bernam, di
sini, semalam.

Sebelum itu, Budiman di-
iringi Timbalan Perdana
Menteri Datuk Seri Dr Ah-
mad Zahid Hamidi dan Pe-
ngerusi BN Selangor Tan Sri
Noh Omar bersama penyo-
kong parti berarak ke pusat
penamaan calon dari Data-
ran Tonggak 10, di sini.

Penyokong ketiga-tiga
parti dipisahkan dengan ka-
walan ketat anggota Polis Di-
raja Malaysia.

Tiada kejadian tidak diin-
gini berlaku sepanjang tem-
poh penamaan calon.

PRK Kuala Kangsar dan Su-
ngai Besar diadakan serentak
18 Jun depan sementara peng-
undian awal pada 14 Jun ini.
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50,601 kes
sejak Januari

© Selangor
terus jad
penyumbang
tertinggi
jangkitan

Oleh Suhaila
Shahrul Annuar

suhaila.shahrul@bh.com.my
= Putrajaya

ejumlah. 50,601 kes

denggi direkodkan di

seluruh negara sejak
Januari hingga kelmarih.

Berdasarkan data dike-
luarkan Bilik Gerakan
Denggi Kebangsaan, Pusat
Kesediaan Krisis dan Tindak
Balas (CPRC) Kementerian
Kesihatan, bagi tempoh itu,
Selangor terus menjadi pe-
nyumbang kes denggi tinggi
iaitu 27,165 kes.

Ia diikuti Johor dengan
6,857 kes, Kuala Lumpur
(3,480), Perak (1,945), Pulau
Pinang (1,765), Terengganu
(1,519), Negeri Sembilan
(1,359), Sabah (1,296) dan
Pahang (1,231).

Selain itu, jumlah kumu-
latif kematian akibat deng-
gi dari Januari sehingga 21
Mei lalu adalah sebanyak

109 kematian berbanding
136 kematian bagi tempoh
sama tahun 2015, iaitu pe-
ngurangan sebanyak 19.9
peratus atau 27 kematian.

Cuaca tak menentu

Sebelum ini, Ketua Penga-
rah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata musim hujan yang
diselang-seli dengan kea-
daan cuaca panas akan me-
ningkatkan lagi risiko pe-
nularan demam denggi aki-
bat pengumpulan air pada
bekas yang sesuai untuk

pembiakan nyamuk aedes.

Justeru, beliau menyeru
orang ramai supaya me-
mastikan kediaman serta
kawasan persekitaran ma-
sing-masing bebas daripa-
da tempat pembiakan nya-
muk aedes dengan melu-
angkan hanya 10 minit
setiap minggu, untuk ak-
tiviti cari dan musnah.

Selain itu, katanya bahan
pembunuh jentik-jentik
hendaklah digunakan teru-
tama bagi bekas yang me-
nakung air.

Kementerian Kesihatan
juga menasihatkan orang
ramai supaya mendapat-
kan rawatan segera di kli-
nik atau hospital sekiranya
mempunyai gejala dan tan-
da demam denggi untuk
mencegah komplikasi aki-
bat penyakit berkenaan.

Orang ramai
dinasihat supaya
mendapatkan
rawatan segera

di klinik atau
hospital sekiranya
.mempunyai gejala
dan tanda demam
denggi”

Kementerian Kesihatan

denggi
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SUNGAI BESAR

Pertembungan PAS, PAN curi tumpuan

Komentar

belum hari penamaan calon, ben-
dera PAN hanya dilihat terselit di
sebalik kemeriahan warna biru
laut dan hijau pekat parti dacing

P A dan bulan, tidak setara dengan
nada parti pilihan pembangkang
- g itu yang bersungguh mahu me-
A 1 bang BN
a™ w numbang BN.
Rafidah Mat Ruzia Elak bertemu pemberita

fidahruzki @bh.com.my

malam meriah dengan
kehadiran orang politik
mewakili pelbagai parti,
masing-masing untuk mengiri-
ngi calon parti mereka ke pusat
penamaan calon.

agi cuti hujung minggu
’ di pekan Sungai Besar se-

Pelbagai isu yang melanda kera-
Jjaan Selangor, khususnya Menteri
Besar, Datuk Seri Mohamed Az-
min Ali, dikaitkan dengan kesu-
raman kempen mereka, terutama
selepas hampir sebulan seperti

mengelak bertemu dengan pem-
berita.
Ketiadaannya pada program pe-

Kerusi Parlimen P93 kosong ngenalan calon PAN, Rabu ming-
selepas kematian penyandang, gu lalu juga menguatkan speku-
Tan Sri Noriah Kasnon dalam na- lasi, wujud puak dalam parti itu
has udara yang turut mengorban- Walaupun Presidennya, Datin Seri
kan bekas Ahli Parlimen Kuala Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, tegas
Kangsar, Datuk Wan Mohammad menyatakan itu keputusan kepe-
Khair-il Anuar Wan Ahmad di Se- mimpinan parti yang ‘simpati’ de-
buyau, Sarawak, pada 5 Mei lalu.  ngan kedudukan Mohamed Az-

Pilihan Raya Kecil (PRK) Sungai min dan hubungannya dengan
Besar dan Kuala Kangsar mencip- PAS yang masih berada dalam
ta sejarah tersendiri kerana ia pentadbiran Selangor.
medan pertama menyaksikan ca- Sudah tentu apabila kelibat Mo-
lon PAS dan Parti Amanah Ne- hamed Azmin tidak kelihatan
gara (PAN) berentap untuk me- berarak pagi semalam, ramai mu-

rampas kerusi milik Barisan Na-
sional (BN).

la tertanya-tanya apakah beliau
sudah menjauhkan diri daripada
kepemimpinan utama Pakatan

Kubu kuat BN Harapan.

Kerusi Parlimen Sungai Besar di- .
menangi BN sejak persempada- Kemunculan tepis spekulasi
nan semula pada 2003 dan boleh  Namun, Mohamed Azmin muncul
dikatakan antara kubu kuat parti juga di Dewan Seri Bernam untuk
itu di Selangor, walaupun pada menepis spekulasi kedudukannya
Pilihan Raya Umum Ke-13 dalam parti dan pentadbiran ne-
(PRU13) Noriah hanya menang geri, selain menjanjikan jentera
dengan majoriti 399 undi. PKR akan turun berkempen bagi

Bukan sekadar pertembungan
musuh, kehadiran PAN yang me-

calon PAN dalam usaha parti itu
merampas kerusi Sungai Besar da-

wakili Pakatan Harapan (PH) juga ri tangan BN.
dilihat sebagai mahu menyaingi PKR kini ‘tersepit’ dengan per-
PAS yang ‘diceraikan’ mereka ta-  balahan di antara PAS dan Pa-
hun lalu. katan Harapan yang dianggotai-
Berdasarkan itu, tidak silap jika nya dengan DAP dan PAN.
semua menjangkakan kempen Sejauh mana komitmen Moha-
PAN yang direstui DAP dan ten- med Azmin dan adakah ia akan
tunya PKR, lebih hebat jika tidak  mengubah corak serta rentak

setara gerak kerja jentera BN dan
PAS kerana yang sejak awal lagi
sudah memasang bendera dan

membuka pusat operasi.
Hakikatnya, beberapa hari se-

kempen PAN di sini, mereka kini
punyai 13 hari untuk menambat
pengundi di Sungai Besar sebe-
lum hari pengundian pada 18 Jun
nanti. -
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Pertandlngan tlga penjuru

Heh ADHAM SHADAN
dan NUZULSHAM SHAMSUDDIN

ABAK BERNAM - Pilihan Rayva
Kecil (PRK) Parlimen bagi keru-
si Sungal Besar menyaksikan
pertandingan tiga penjuru antara Barvisan
Nasional (BN), Pas dan Barti Amanah Ne-

gara (PAN).

Coto B g o e U

ri :

E}@nﬁn ohd. Zohdi, 44, akan ditentang
oleh ADUN Meru, Dr. Abdul Rarii Osman,
58, daripada Pas dan ahli perniagman
Azhar Ab. Shukur, 51, yang mewakili PAN.

Pegawai  Pengurus ilihan Raya,
Mohd. Khairuddin Md. Som berkata,
Budiman menverahkan kertas pencalo-
nan pada pukul 8.03 i diikuti Azhar
yang juga Pengerusi PAN Sungai Besar
pada g:mkul 005 pagi dan Abdul Rani
pada 9.12

“Tldakndapencﬂonan ang ditolak dan
dengan ini saya me parti-parti
yang bertanding,” katanya selepas
penamaan calon ditutup pada puiu.! 10
pagi di Dewan Seri Betrnam, Sungai Besar
dekat sini semalam,

Budiman hadir di p&lwrangan D&"wan

Sori Eun:'lnm pada :.rang
diiringi Timbalan ngerl.isl B
Bori Zahid Hamidi; Sntmusahu

Apung BN, Datuk Sen Tengku Adnan
Tenghu Mansor; Presiden MCA, Datuk
Seri Liow Tiong Lai dan Pengerusi BN
Selangor, Tan Sri Noh Omar,

Azhar diiringi Presiden PAN, Mohamad
Sabu dan pemimpin-pemimpin dalam Pa-
katan Harapan lain termasuk Pre-
siden PKR, Datuk Seri Dr. Wan Azizah
Wan Ismail dan Timbalan Presiden PER,
Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Al

Dialam pada itn, Abdul Rani pula diiringi
Pengarah Pilihan Raya Pas, Datuk Mus-
tafa Ali dan pemimpin-pemimpin parti itu
wvang laim:-

Kerusi Parlimen Sungai Besar kosong

mengiringi

MCHD. KHAIRUDDIN (dua dI'Id.rjl
mengLmumkan kanan),
Abdul Rani (tiga durf-lmlm',ldmﬂ-ﬂ!armu}
disahban dalam PRK Parli

wﬂudmmmmm
Besar semalam.

berikutan  kematian  penyandangnya,
Timbalan Menteri Perusahaan Perladan-
gan dan Komoditi, Tan Sri Noriah Kas-
non dalam tragedi helikopter di Sebuyau,
Sarawak pada 5 Mei lah.

Buruhanjaya Pilihan Roya menetapkan

18 Jun depan sebagal havi pe
dan tarikh pengundizn awal padu 14 Jun.

AHMAD ZAHID dari Tenghu Adnan keri]
Euckian (g v ) i arca praarmns coton i
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AIM bebaskan rakyat
dari kemiskinan - TPM

SABAK BERNAM 5 Jun - Kerajaan
menaruh keyakinan penubu-
han Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia
(AIM) sejak 29 tahun lalu me-
rupakan antara keputusan ter-
baik dan berjaya mengeluarkan
rakyat, daripada kepompong
kemiskinan. |

Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad Zahid Ha-
midi berkata, meskipun wujud
pelbagai organisasi pembiayaan
mikrokredit di negara-negara
membangun, namun AIM dilihat
muncul antara organisasi yang
terbaik selain mendapat pengik-
tirafan - daripada badan-badan
dunia.

Antara pengikirafan dunia
yang diperoleh AIM, jelas be-
liau, ialah Best Islamic Micro
Finance Institution Global Is-
lamic Award selama tiga tahun
berturut-turut bermula tahun
2013 hingga 2015 selain anuge-
rah 3G Woman Empowerment
Award daripada Cambridge IF
Analytica.

“Kita tahu AIM sebuah orga-
nisasi mikrokredit terbaik di
dunia. Walaupun ada banyak
organisasi seperti ini di negara
membangun, tapi kerajaan
komited untuk terus bantu me-
ngurangkan kadar kemiskinan
tegar.

“AIM meletakkan keluarga

yang berada dalam kurungan
kemiskinan keluar daripada
kemiskinan,” katanya.

Timbalan Perdana Menteri
berkata demikian ketika beru-
cap pada Majlis Himpunan
Sahabat AIM serta Pelancaran
Kelab Usahawan dan Kesuka-
relaan Parlimen Sungai Besar di
Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan Cina
(SJKC) Sin Min di sini hari ini.

Yang hadir sama ialah Pe-
ngerusi Majlis Tindakan Per-
sekutuan Negeri Selangor (MT-
PNS), Tan Sri Noh Omar dan
calon Barisan Nasional (BN) Pi-
lihan Raya Kecil (PRK) Parlimen
Sungai Besar, Budiman Mohd.
Zohdi dan Ketua UMNO Baha-
gian Sungai Besar, Datuk Jamal
Md. Yunos.

Dalam pada itu, Ahmad
Zahid turut memuji para pe-
minjam pembiayaan kewa-
ngan AIM yang tidak culas
membayar balik. pinjaman
mereka yang direkodkan be-
rada pada kadar 98.7 peratus.

“Para peminjam AIM adalah
yang terbaik dalam kalangan
peminjam,” jelasnya.

Dalam pada itu, beliau turut
mengumumkan  peruntukan
sebanyak RM100,000 kepada
Kelab Usahawan dan Kesuka-
relaan AIM Parlimen Sungai Be-
sar.
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Saingan sengit tiga penjuru

B SABAKBERNAM 5 JUN

PILIHAN raya kecil (PRK)

Parlimen Sungai Besar me-
nyaksikan saingan sengit tiga
penjuru di antara calon Barisan
Na'éional (BN), Pas dan PAN.
%Proses penamaan calon yang
dlbuka bermula pukul 8 pagi
“ Dewan Seri Bernam di sini
dx tuai calon BN, Budiman
Mohd. Zohdi yang tiba di pusat
penarnaan kira-kira pukul 8.30
pagi ini sambil diiringi Timbalan

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri Dr.

Ahmad Zahid Hamidi; Pengerusi
BN.Selangor, Tan Sri Noh Omar
dan Ketua Menteri Sabah, Datuk
Sen Musa Aman.

¥Turut serta Ketua Menteri Me-

laka, Datuk Seri Idris Haron dan
Presiden MCA, Datuk Seri Liow
Tiong Lai.

Budiman, 44, yang lengkap
berbaju Melayu biru serta ber-
songkok turut diiringi penca-
dangnya, Datuk Mohd. Masloro
Abdullah merangkap Pengerusi
Pusat Daerah Mengundi (PDM)
Sungai Besar dan penyokongnya,
Ng Boon Keong yang juga Ketua
Pemuda MCA Bahagian Sungai
Besar.

Sementara itu,
Azhar Abd. Shukur, s1,
pekarangan pusat penamaan
calon kira-kira pukul 8.45 pagi
ini bersama-sama pencadangnya,
Maswan Amir dan penyokongnya
Rasman Ahmad.

calon PAN,
tiba di

Beliau diiringi Presiden PAN,
Mohamad Sabu; Presiden PKR,
Datin Seri Dr. Wan Azizah Wan
Ismail; Timbalan Presiden PKR,
Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali
dan Penasihat DAP, Lim Kit Siang.

Sementara itu, calon Pas, Dr.
Abdul Rani Osman, 58, tiba di
pusat penamaan calon kira-kira
pukul 9 pagi sambil diiringi pe-
nyokong dan pencadangnya ma-
sing-masing Salihudin Baharum
dan Mohd. Maksom Ramili.

Turut mengiringi Abdul Rani
ialah Timbalan Presiden Pas,
Datuk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man;
Pengarah Pilihan Raya Pas, Datuk
Mustafa Ali dan Presiden KITA,
Tan Sri Kadir Sheikh Fadzil.

_ Sementara jtu, Pengurus PRK

Parlimen Sungai -Besar, Mohd.
Khairudin Md. Som ketika meng-
umumkan pencalonan tersebut
pada pukul 10.20 pagi ini menge-
sahkan penyerahan borang calon-
calon selepas proses itu ditutup
pada pukul 10 pagi ini.

Beliau turut mengumumkan
pencalonan Abdul Rani yang me-
wakili Pas pada PRK itu selepas
penyerahan borang kira-kira pu-
kul 9.12 pagi ini, diikuti Budiman
yang menyerahkan borangnya
pada pukul 9.03 pagi ini.

Selain itu, Azhar mengemuka-
kan borang pencalonannya pada
pukul 9.05 pagi ini.

“Tiada pencalonan dibuat dan
kesermnua calon. disahkan bertan-

.ding”katanya. . . .
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AP sokong PAN kerana ada agenda Hadi

KUALALUMPURSJun DAPdidak- lain yang hanya muncul semasa
wéa menyokong PAN dalam Pilihan pilihan raya.

Raya Kecil (PRK) Sungai Besar dan Abdul Hadi memberitahu, Pas
Kuala Kangsar kerana parti itu juga boleh berunding dan beker-
mempunyai agenda di sebaliknya jasama dengan pihak lain dalam
seperti menghalang perjuangan perkara yang mendatangkan ke-
Islam yang dibawa Pas. baikan. ,

Presiden Pas, Datuk Seri Abdul “Hakikatnya, mereka yang da-
Hadi Awang berkata, tindakan tangmemujuk Pas supaya jangan
PAN itu juga hanya memecahkan bertanding,” jelasnya.
undi- yang sepatutnya diterima :
calon pembangkang.

“Sebab yang boleh lawan Ba-

risan Nasional (BN) adalah Pas,
bukannya PAN. Mengapa DAP
sokong PAN? Kerana DAP ada
agenda di belakang PAN.

“Antaranya menghalang per-
juangan Pas untuk mengangkat
Islam sepertimana Rang Undang-
Undang Mahkamah Syariah (Pin-
daan) 2016 di Parlimen baru-baru
ini,” katanya seperti dilaporkan
portal berita Pas, Harakahdaily
hari ini.

Beliau menambah, Pas ber-
tanding dalam kedua-dua PRK

tersebut kerana parti itu mempu- CALON Parti Amanah untuk Pilihan Raya Kecil Parlimen Sungai Besar, Azhar Abdul Shukor (tiga kirl) menjulang tangan bersama
nvai kekuatan berbandin arti Presiden Pakatan Rakyat, Datuk Seri Dr. Wan Azizah Ismail (kiri), Penasihat DAP, Lim Kit Siang (dua dari kanan) dan Presiden
¥y g P Parti Amanah, Mehamad Sabu (kanan) selepas pengumuman calon parti itu di Sekinchan.

AG mmwmn Mm@ndmﬁmmmmm
.mmmwm
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Saya akan dekati penyokong
tegar DAP - Budiman

SABAK BERNAM 5 Jun - Calon
Barisan Nasional (BN), Budi-
man Mohd. Zohdi akan cuba
mendekati dengan lebih rapat
penyokong tegar DAP dalam
kalangan pengundi Cina di ka-
wasan Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN) Sekinchan.

Menyifatkan kedudukannya
sebagai anmak tempatan meru-
pakan satu kelebihan untuknya
meraih undi, beliau memberita-
hu, kawasan kubu kuat DAP itu
telah lama berada dalam ‘radar’
tugasannya selaku wakil rakyat
DUN Sungai Panjang.

“Saya akan cuba perluaskan
khidmat saya dari DUN Sungai
Panjang ke DUN Sekinchan jika
diberi kepercayaan oleh pen-
gundi dalam pilihan raya kecil
Parlimen Sungai Besar pada 18
Jun ini,” katanya ketika ditemui
selepas penamiaan calon di De-
wan Sri Bernam di sini hari ini.

Pengundi Cina meliputi
13,094 orang daripada keseluru-
han 42,655 pengundi berdaftar
di Sungai Besar.

Budiman, 44 berkata, dia
yang membesar dan merupa-
kan anak jati Sungai Besar su-
dah mengenali sebilangan besar
penduduk di daerah itu.

“Daripada mereka yang be:

kerja petani, nelayan dan peke-
bun, semuanya saya kenal.
Jadi, saya tidak ada masalah
untuk berjumpa dengan mereka
sepanjang tempoh kempen,”
katanya.

Katanya, sepanjang tempoh
kempen selama 13 hari bermula
hari ini, Barisan Nasional telah
merancang pelbagai strategi
untuk meraih undi, lebih-lebih
lagi pengundi di Sekinchan

yang menjadi kubu kuat pem-
bangkang.

Budiman yang berasal dari
Kampung Sungai Limau di sini
juga merupakan Setiausaha
ADUN BN Selangor.

pe

Daripada mereka yang
bekerja petani, nelayan
dan pekebun, semuanya
saya kenal. Jadi, saya
tidak ada masalah
untuk berjumpa dengan
mereka sepanjang
tempoh kempen.”

BUDIMAN MOHD. ZOHDI
Calon Barisan Nasional (BN)
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King of Kampung Kemensah cabar 617 peserta

Larian lasak pupuk
cintai alam sekitar

Oleh NIK HAFIZUL BAHARUDDIN

kota@utusangroup.com.my
1

B AMPANG S5 JUN

ESIBUKAN warga kota den-
Kgan .pelbagai urusan tidak

semestinya menjadi alasan
untuk mereka tidak menyertai
aktiviti riadah dan menyihatkan
tubuh badan.

Ini termasuk menyertai acara
larian King of Kampung Kemen-
sah anjuran PACat Adventure
Team (PACAT) dengan kerjasama
Jawatankuasa Kemajuan dan
Keselamatan Kampung (JKKK)
Kemensah,

Program bersempena sambu-
tan perayaan jubli emas Kam-
pung Kemensah itu dimeriahkan
dengan kehadiran 617 peserta
yang mengambil bahagian dalam
tiga kategori iaitu junior sejauh 10
kilometer (km), terbuka (18 km)
18 dan veteran (50 km).

Menurut pengarah program,
Zulkiflee Zainal, program buat
tahun kedua berturut-turut

itu diadakan dengan tujuan
mendidik orang ramai supaya
mencintai alam sekitar serta flo-
ra dan fauna.

“Laluan kombinasi seperti ja-
lan tar, hutan, sungai, bukit dan
denai yang perlu ditempuh peser-,
ta mampu mendedahkan mereka
mengenai kepentingan memuli-
hara kawasan tersebut,” katanya
kepada Utusan Malaysia.

Tambah beliau, untuk kategori
terbuka dan veteran sejauh 50

kilometer, Kampung Kemensah
menjadi tempat permulaan ter-
hadap larian tersebut.

“Selepas itu, mereka perlu me-
lalui Sungai Pusu, Gombak sete-
rusnya ke Bukit Repin, Janda Baik
dan kembali semula ke Kampung
Kemensah. Pengembaraan ini su-
‘dah pasti menguji kekuatan men-
tal dan fizikal peserta,” katanya

yang juga merupakan Pengarah

Perhubungan Awam PACAT.

Katanya lagi, bagi memasti-
kan kawasan hutan itu bersih
sepanjang program berlangsung,
pihaknya tidak menyediakan
minuman kepada peserta seba-
liknya mewajibkan mereka su-
paya membawa bekas minuman
sendiri. 4

“Mereka juga dilarang untuk
membuang sampah merata-rata.
Langkah ini bagi menjamin ke-
bersihan di samping memupuk
kesedaran menyayangi hutan
dalam kalangan peserta,” ujar-
nya.

Katanya, program yang bermu-
la seawal pukul 6.30 pagi hingga
5.30 petang itu turut mendapat
sokongan sepenuhnya daripada
Majlis Perbandaran Ampang Jaya
(MPAJ).
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PELEPASAN kategori lelaki dibuat pada awal pagi bagi memastikan kelancaran
pergerakan. : acaralarianini.
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Polling date: June 18

SUNGAI BESAR: Barisan Nasional
will lock horns with PAS and Ama-
nah in a three-cornered tussle for
the parliamentary by-election here.

Barisan Nasional candidate
Budiman Mohd Zohdi, 44, was the
first to submit his nomination
papers at 9.03am at Dewan Sri
Bernam here, followed by Amanah’s
Azhar Abdul Shukur, 51, and Dr
Abdul Rani Osman, 58, from PAS.

The nomination process went
smoothly, with returning officer
Mohd Khairuddin Md Som emerg-
ing at around 10.30am to announce
that things had gone smoothly.

Both Budiman and Dr Abdul Rani
are the Sungai Panjang and Meru
assemblymen, while Azhar is the
son of former Tanjong Karang MP
and Sungai Burong assemblyman
Datuk Abdul Shukur Siraj of Barisan.

The battle for the seat, as well as
that for Kuala Kangsar, is expected
to be fiery due to the face-off
between PAS and Amanah.

The two by-elections will also be
an indication for both PAS and
Amanah to see if voters in these two
constituencies will choose the
Islamist party or its splinter group.

Top party leaders, including
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, MCA pres-
ident Datuk Seri Liow Tiong Lai,

e

Reports by WANI MUTHIAH, RAHIMY RAHIM, RAHMAH GHAZALI, ADRIAN CHAN and ALLISON LAI

BN in three-cornered fight

By-election starts out friendly despite fierce battle ahead

l.ife of the parties (From left) Azhar with Budiman and Dr Abdul Rani sharing a light moment duﬂng the nomination day
for the Sungai Besar at Dewan Seri Bernam, Sungai Besar.

Sabah Chief Minister Datuk Seri
Musa Aman, MCA Youth chief
Chong Sin Woon, PKR president
Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan
Ismail and her deputy Datuk Seri
Azmin Ali, turned up to support
their candidates.

Earlier, political rivalry seem to
have been set aside when party
leaders took the rare chance to min-
gle with each other while waiting
for the nomination process to be
over.

Dr Ahmad Zahid and several
Barisan Nasional leaders sat with

PAS deputy president Datuk Tuan
Ibrahim Tuan Man and election
director Datuk Mustafa Ali, attract-
ing media attention.

Surprising many, Azmin showed
up, putting paid to talk that he
might not appear due to conflict of
interest as his state government still
had PAS assemblymen.

However, the mood was jovial as
Azmin approached Dr Ahmad
Zahid and other PAS leaders in the
company of Dr Wan Azizah.

He also congratulated Selangor
Barisan chief Tan Sri Noh Omar on

the award conferred to him by the
King:

Despite reports of recent animos-
ity, DAP adviser Lim Kit Siang struck
up a conversation with Mustafa and
other PAS leaders.

Dr Ahmad Zahid also appeared
cordial when Azhar approached to
shake hands with him, even adjust-
ing his party’s scarf.

Polling is on June 18.
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BN in three-cornered fight

PAS: No risk
of split

in unity of
Selangor
government

SUNGAI BESAR: PAS has given
assurance that its cooperation with
PKR in the Selangor government
will not be jeopardised, despite PKR
endorsing its rival, Amanabh, in the
by-election here.

Selangor PAS commissioner
Datuk Iskandar Samad said this
should not be seen as a problem
because such a move has been done
in other countries.

Iskandar said that in Britain,
Conservatives and  Liberal
Democrats managed to maintain
their unity government for five
years despite having clashed in sev-
eral by-elections.

“There’s no problem really and
we should be politically mature
about this,” the Cempaka assembly-
man told reporters at the PAS oper-
ations centre here yesterday.

PAS is no longer part of the
Opposition pact after having fallen
out with DAP, while some of its
members later left the Islamist
party to form Amanah.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Azmin Ali turned up earlier for the

nomination, despite talk that he
might not show up because PAS
members were part of his state gov-
ernment.

However, PAS deputy president
Datuk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man said
Azmin’s presence was in his capaci-
ty as the mentri besar, who was the
host.

“He told me that he was there as
mentri besar and it’s normal for
him to mingle with everyone,” he
said.

PAS election director Datuk
Mustafa Ali said the politicians
managed to set aside their differ-
ences.

“I've met leaders from Barisan
Nasional and Amanah. It is normal
for us to do this before the cam-
paign. Nothing extraordinary, real-
1y,” he said.

However, PAS candidate Dr
Abdul Rani Osman said he was
upset that Amanah “chose to inter-
fere” in a seat that his party had
traditionally contested.

“If we want to deny Barisan a
victory, they shouldn’t contest,” he
said.
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\} ‘Hudud is about votes'

PAS in no hurry to part with PKR

BY KONG SEE HOH

newsdesk@thesundaily.com

DHESPITE suggestions at last
week’s PAS muktamar that the
party should sever ties with Parti
Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), a
political observer believes PAS is
not in a hurry to part ways with
its partner from the now defunct
Pakatan Rakyat (PR).

Instead, it will continue to
maintain a working relationship
with PKR and DAP in Selangor at

least until the 14th general
election is held to prevent the
state government from falling
apart.

Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) associate
professor Dr Mohd Faisal Syam
Abdol Hazis opined that PAS
will find it harder to break off

with PKR than with DAP,
Oriental Daily News reported
yesterday.

“PAS can sever ties with DAP
because without PAS, DAP and
PKR can continue to rule
Penang. The situation in

Selangor is different: once PAS
breaks off with PKR, the state
government could fall apart,” he
told the daily.

He said PAS will not leave the
Selangor government but
continue to govern the state
alongside PKR and DAP to avoid
being punished by the voters in
the next general election.

Among the highlights of the
just-concluded PAS muktamar

was its relationship with PKR,
with the women’s wing calling
foranend to the ties,acall .
rejected by the top leadership.

Nevertheless, the muktamar
concluded that it would leave it
to the Syura Council to reassess
the current political cooperation
between the two parties.

Mohd Faisal said before it
comes to a final decision, PAS
needs to consider the benefits it
derives from cooperating with
PKR.

He believed PAS would still
be willing to work with PKR
after the 14th general election if it
means forming the next Selangor
government with Pakatan
Harapan.
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Guidelines ignored

22 ¥ was an era when the Little

apoleons ruled the roost. Their

ord was the law. Not adhering to

« their demands and not abiding by
their commands meant trouble. They
were the “king makers” who could do
anything, albeit sometimes illegal, and get
away with it.

It was an era where the sports club
became a conduit for bribes. In a sort of
way, black money was launderedto -
white. Anyone wanting to erect billboards
had to make a “donation”. There was even
a tariff - RM10,000 per billboard. There
was 1o need for licences or permission
from the owners of the land. Money did
wonders and the powers that be watched
it all happen because some of them were
in cahoots with the operators.

Millions were collected and spent but
members of the sports club did not know
the numbers. It was operated by a handful
of people who received and dispensed the
money and were not accountable to
anyone.

Billboards sprouted all over the city
uncontrolled. In 2007, the council had
licensed fewer than 100 billboards, but
there were five times that number. Even a
rebuke from the state ruler put little fear
into them.

Dear readers, the follies of the Petaling
Jaya City Council, perpetrated in some
cases by councillors, came to an end with
the general election of March 2008. Like

new brooms, they came in to sweep the

council of all the muck, dirt and sewage

that had accumulated over the previous

decades. It was not an easy task - there

were blockades placed by interested

parties including staff of the council.

But the show had to move on. If

previously the unofficial licence fee was
sent to the sports club or someone’s
pocket, no one cared. The new
councillors demanded accountability.
Instead of plonking a unipole on the road
reserve which belongs to the state, now
they had to get a temporary occupation
licence for the use of the land. The
council would apply for it for a fee -
which went officially into the
government’s coffers.

A meeting with all industry players -
advertising agencies, advertisers and
billboard companies - ended with a set of
guidelines which everyone had to adhere
to. All parties signed on the dotted line.

For a good five years, the good times
lasted. In total, over RM25 million was
credited to the council. However, at the
end of 2013, many councillors were
replaced. Even those with good track
records had to make way for party
workers who had pasted posters, those
who drove winning candidates and the
like. *

The rot started setting in, With hardly
anyone on their backs, the council staff
went back to their old bad ways.
Guidelines were ignored and it appeared
that the “mafia” had taken grip of the
planning department. :

Billboards were set up everywhere -
including at road junctions which were
categorically banned under the
guidelines. Almost every other rule in the
book was thrown out.

Today, Petaling Jaya has re-emerged to
live up to its old name - Billboard City.
While money is not going to the sports
club, it is ending up elsewhere.

In 2008, the council had brought down
abillboard along the LDP for infringing
the guidelines. Last week, a new billboard
was erected on the site.

Derek Fernandez, who had previously
pushed for reforms and drew up the
guidelines, returned as councillor after a
three-year hiatus only to discover the
mess that had been created.

In a note to the council president, he
said: “Something is seriously wrong. Of
late several approvals of new sites to
companies have been on places
previously rejected by previous biliboard
committees as they clearly breached the
guidelines.”

The guidelines, he added, cannot be
changed by MBPJ without the consent of
the state as they apply to the whole of
Selangor.

He also noted that new sites were not
being given for those waiting in line for
replacerhent sites, but to companies that
don’t qualify for replacement sites.

Many residents including this writer,
organisations and residents’ groups
campaigned arduously to bring about
some sernblance of law and order when it
came to billboards. :

Unfortunately, it has descended to the
dark days when money called the shorts.

R. Nadeswaran has every reason to
lament that four years of collective hard
work have ended up in zero because for

a handful of people, a fistful of dollars
can do wonders. Comments: citizen-
nades@thesundaily.com
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The changing

face of Kepong

Property experts believe that the area — one of Kuala Lumpur's
oldest suburbs — will attract younger residents and investors with
the new infrastructure projects and more modern developments
that have come up in recent years. What can potential buyers look
forward to? See Hannah Rafee’s story on Page 4.

mproved

connectv

O spur
developments

ith a predominant-
ly Chinese popula-
tion, Kepong is home
to many traditional
shops, heritage shops
and family-style res-
taurants. During weekends, city dwell-
ers head for Kepong to enjoy the local
delicacies, such as the famous Mee
Kepong,and seafood dishes.

The suburb is also known for its
greenery, as well as a variety of rec-
reational spots. The Forest Research
Institute of Malaysia's Canopy Walk
offers hiking in the treetops while
Taman Rekreasi (Lake Gardens) Ban-
dar Manjalara and Bukit Sri Bintang
have scenic views to enjoy. The 223-
acre Kepong Metropolitan Park offers
running and cycling tracks and plenty

of playgrounds.

Although Kepong has a number
of modern, contemporary develop-
ments, it still has a reputation as one
of the more old-fashioned spots in the
Klang Valley. Established in 1860s, the
area around the former tin mine has
seen much growth as developments
were built and property values soared
over the years.

The older townships in Kepong in-
clude Bandar Menjalara, Taman Sri
Bintang, Desa Aman Puri, Desa Jaya,
Jinjang Utara,Jinjang Selatan, Kepong
Baru,Kepong Baru Tambahan, Taman
Bukit Maluri,Taman Bukit Desa,Taman
Daya, Taman Ehsan, Taman Fadason,
Taman Indah Perdana, Taman Kemaca-
haya and Taman Kepong.

More recent developments include

ty

Desa ParkCity by Perdana ParkcCity Sdn
Bhd, Bandar Sri Damansara by Sri Da-
mansara Sdn Bhd, Metro Prima by Mag-
na Prima Bhd, Plaza Menjalara by UOA
Group, Fortune Perdana by Asian Pac
Holdings Bhd and Laman Rimbunan
by Rimbunan Melati Sdn Bhd.

Brem Mall, Tesco and AEON are
the go-to-places for shopping and The
Waterfront in Desa ParkCity offers en-
tertainment. There are also the Crys-
tal Crown Hotel, several mosques,
Chinese temples and churches.There
are a number of schools in the area,
such as The International School @
ParkCity,Sekolah Menengah Kebang-
saan Kepong and Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan Sinar Bintang.

Kepong straddles Kuala Lumpur

BY HANNAH RAFEE
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and Selangor.

“Kepong is located on the fringe of
Kuala Lumpur and is roughly bound-
ed by Jalan Kuching, Jalan Ipoh and
Selayang to the east, Sungai Buloh to
the north, Bukit Lanjan to the west and
Segambut to the south. Part of Kepong
is located in Kuala Lumpur and part of
it isin Selangor,” says Tang Chee Meng,
chief operating officer of Henry Butcher
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd.

The suburb’s reputation has been
somewhat marred by its image of
being an “old” neighbourhood. “Ke-
pong is one of the earliest townships
in Kuala Lumpur’s history.In the early
years, it comprised mainly village-type
dwellings, traditional shops,godowns
and factories,with the populace engag-
ing in numerous trades and businesses
and manufacturing activities,” says
Chen King Hoaw, managing director
of LandServe Sdn Bhd.

“Kepong is now a mature locality.
It is generally regarded as an older,
predominantly Chinese neighbour-
hood and its image is not as sexy as,
say, Mont’Kiara or even Petaling Jaya.
This is why some developers tried to
disassociate their projects from Kepong
with their names and built a different
image for their products, for example
Bandar Sri Damansara and Desa Park-
City,” says Henry Butcher’s Tang.

“A few sizeable developments came
up in Kepong in the early 2000s, such
as Metro Prima, an 86-acre mixed-use

development by Magna Prima, Taman
Fadason by Fadason Holdings Sdn Bhd
and Fortune Perdana. Subsequent to
these more sizeable developments,new
launches in Kepong were mainly pocket
developments comprising condomin-
iums, apartments and shophouses.”

Despite the current weak market
sentiment, demand for properties
in Kepong remains consistent. “In
Kepong, the demand is still good for
landed properties. However, it is im-
portant to note that new supply is
limited. Demand for strata residential
properties,on the other hand, is still
good for those priced below RM500 psf
but slower for those priced at RM700
psfand above,” says Tang.

“Since the announcement of the
alignment of the MRT2 line,with four
stations in Kepong (Kepong Sentral,
Metro Prima,Jinjang and Sri Delima),
prices for all types of properties in
the area (or near the stations) have
increased,” says James Wong, man-
aging director of VPC Alliance (Ma-
laysia) Sdn Bhd.

LandServe’s Chen says, “The pro-
posed Sungai Buloh-Serdang-Pu-
trajaya MRT2 line will also have

stations in Kepong and its surround-
ings.We expect this to further boost
demand for landed and non-landed
homes in Kepong.

“Other than Jalan Kuching and
Jalan Ipoh, which connect Kepong
directly to the city centre, the area is
also served by the Middle Ring Road
(MRR2), the Duta-Ulu Klang Express-
way (DUKE),Lebuhraya Damansara-Pu-
chong (LDP),Jalan Kuala Selangor and
the North-South Expressway.There are
also two KTM stations in the suburb
— Kepong and Kepong Sentral on the
KTM Komuter Rawang-Seremban route.

“Its strategic location on the north-
ern fringe of Kuala Lumpur, which is
served by a network of modern high-
ways and roads, hasbeen the key driv-
er for the suburb’s growth in recent
decades.”

A growing community

“Prices of [landed] residential projects
continue to increase steadily while
rents have more or less stayed flat.
For instance, prices of houses in Areca
Residence have increased sharply from
RM1.8 million in 2011 to RM3.05 mil-
lion this year.That represents a 69.4%

increase. However, rental yields are
low, averaging 2%,” Chen says.

"Yields are low because such prop-
erties [in Kepong] cannot command
much higher rents than those of con-
dominiums in the same locality. Unlike
other areas that are popular among ex-
patriates, these properties do not fetch
high rents. Locals will not pay high
rents for such properties in Kepong.

“On the other hand, prices of units
in First Residence condo have in-
creased by 23.1% over the same period
from RMS520,000 in 2011 to RM640,000
this year.Their yields are higher,at 5%,
than landed homes in Kepong. Such
condominiums cater for low- to me-
dium-income households. There is
demand among Malaysians for such
properties as the rents are more af-
fordable.Given their lower prices,such
rents offer higher yields.”

VPC’s Wong says, “Price appreciation
for terraced homes in Kepong is not as
high as that of high-rise residential
developments.”

Chen says the prices of terraced
homes, especially the older ones, have
sort of peaked in today's market."High-
rise residential developments are much

more affordable, attracting greater de-
mand from a larger pool of homebuy-
ers and investors.The market needs a
stronger push before the prices of such
landed homes will go up as rapidly as
in the past.”

According to data from VPC and
Jabatan Penilaian Dan Perkhidmatan
Harta, from 2011 to 2015, one- and
two-storey landed homes in Taman
Sri Kepong Baru have recorded the
highest price appreciation of 84.2%
from 2011 to 2015, followed by houses
inJalan Antoi in Kepong Baru (79.3%),
Bandar Manjalara (66%) and Taman
Megah Kepong (48.9%). The lowest
growth rate of 29.8% was recorded
at Taman Bukit Maluri. The yields of
these landed homes range from 2.1%
to 4.1%.

Among non-landed homes, For-
tune Court saw the highest growth
of 109.8%, followed by Casa Magna
(87.1%), Vista Mutiara (86.7%), Fortune
Avenue (84.0%) and Casa Prima (76.6%).
The yields range from 3.4% to 4.3%.

“The best-selling property types
in Kepong are one- and two-storey
terraced houses and high-rise apart-
ments,” Wong says.

“As families residing in Kepong
are more traditional, the preferred
residential property type is landed
properties. However, due to the lack
of new supply of landed residences,
house buyers in Kepong settle for high-
rise condominiums and apartments.
The most popular type would be the
medium-cost condominiums priced
around RM500 psf or less,” says Tang.

“As Kepong is easily accessible to
Kuala Lumpur and Petaling Jaya viavar-
ious highways and has mature ameni-
ties, the target market is mostly people
who work in Kuala Lumpur, Petaling
Jayaand Shah Alam,” VPC’s Wong says.

According to the Population Cen-
sus 2010 published by the Department
of Statistics, Kepong — which covers
Jinjang and Kampung Kepong — has
a population of 14,155. Most of the res-
idents in Kepong are Chinese.

“The target market for landed
homes in Kepong is mainly families
who have either been living or work-
ing in Kepong or its surroundings. Its
condominiums and apartments cater
more for young families and singles,”
Chen says.

“One of the catalysts for the growth
of Kepong would be well-planned
townships with better infrastructure.
This would certainly boost prices and
values in the area,such as Desa Park-
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City and Sierramas,” Wong says.

Most of the buyers are owner-oc-
cupiers. “The newer condominiums
are designed to cater for small,young
families and first-time homeowners.
Although they are also investors, we
believe most buyers are those buy-
ing for their own occupation,” says
Chen. "However, as Kepong is set to
benefit from the proposed Sg Bu-
loh-Serdang-Putrajaya MRT line, we
foresee there will be more investors
in the future.”

"We are seeing more launches of
condominiums in Kepong,with more
modern designs and a range of facilities
to cater for the younger generation of
residents, who are now grown up and
in the market to buy their own homes.
They often have higher expectations,
especially those who are in a position
to upgrade from their previous homes,”
says Henry Butcher's Tang.

A good long-terminvestment
Wong says living in Kepong has its
perks. “Residents have easy access to
the LDP, New Klang Valley Express-
way, MRR2 and Jalan Kuching. And
there are also plenty of ready amen-
ities and infrastructure as well as
the proposed stations along the new
MRT?2 line. But the cons include nar-
row roads,old housing areas and hap-
hazard development.”

He adds that one of the key chal-
lenges in Kepong is that most devel-
opments are not gated and guarded.

Tang believes people still see Kepong
as an “old” neighbourhood. “Kepong
needs an image change to attract the
younger house buyers who are more
brand, status and location conscious.

“Kepong is a fairly mature area
that is already quite well developed,
although there are still opportuni-
ties in the form of small pockets of
land available for development. The
locality is popular with house buy-
ers, especially the Chinese in the
area. In the future, it will be served
by the MRT2 line. This will enhance
the livability of the area and attract
more interest,which could then lead

to higher property values and rents,”
Tang says.

“Price appreciation in Kepong has
not been dramatic, unlike other areas
like Mont'Kiara,but it has shown sta-
ble growth. Prices and rents are still
affordable. We foresee further capital
appreciation once the MRT2 line is in
operation and when people begin to
see Kepong in a different light with the
completion of the newer, more mod-
ern developments,” Tang says,adding
that Kepong is not a market for spec-
ulators.It is more for owner-occupiers
and long-term investors.

Chen sees a positive outlook for
Kepong. He believes the suburb will
benefit tremendously from develop-
ments in Kuala Lumpur, particularly
the MRT2 line."We also expect prices
of landed and non-landed homes in
Kepong to increase,in view of the lim-
ited parcels of land that are available
for development,” Chen says.

Upcoming residential projects in

Kepong include Kepong 5 @ North
Kiara in Jalan Lang Emas — a condo-
minium by QO Properties Sdn Bhd,
Enesta @ Jalan Kepong — condomin-
ium and RumaW1IP (Federal Territory
Affordable Housing Policy) by Amona
Land Sdn Bhd, Residensi Kepongmas

and The Henge — a RumaWIP and
condominium by Sinerjuta Sdn Bhd
and VIM3 Menjalara — a small office,
home office by VST Development Sdn
Bhd.RumaWIPwas first introduced in
2013 to enable city folk,especially those
residing in Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya
and Labuan, to purchase homes at af-
fordable prices.

“Investors and owner-occupiers
looking to purchase and rent in Kepong
must take note of the locations of the
proposed MRT2 stations and how the
line’s alignment is going to affect the
properties there.As for those who wish
to purchase or rent a non-landed home,
such as a condominium or apartment,
the quality of maintenance and man-

agement is another factor to take into
account to ensure the sustainability of
their investment,” Chen says.

“Despite the current poor market
conditions, lack of confidence, tight-
ening credit facilities and various gov-
ernment meastires to curb speculation,
the Kepong market is expected to re-
main optimistic in terms of values,
driven by the scarcity of land in Kuala
Lumpur, affordable pricing and im-
proving infrastructure such as the four
MRT2 stations,” Wong shares.“Gener-
ally, with more new affordable hous-
ing that will be launched in Kepong,
and the affordable prices of high-rise
and landed residential properties, we
suggest buyers purchase for their own
stay due to affordability.”

According to Wong, property prices
in Kepong are relatively low,especially
compared with high-rise developments
in other parts of Kuala Lumpur."There
is an opportunity for investors to buy
for capital appreciation.” a
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e
Transacted prices of existing terraced houses

NAME OF PROJECT STOREY LAND AREA TRANSACTED TRANSACTED YIELDS GROWTH
(SQFT) PRICES IN 20T PRICES IN 2015 (%) RATE

(RM) (RM) (%)

Jalan Antoi, Kepong Baru 1 1,604 343,000 615,000 3.1 79.3
Taman Megah Kepong 2 1,400 638,000 950,000 40 48.9
Taman Bukit Maluri 2 1,700 655,000 8 50._00 0 24 2.9.8
Bandar Menjalara 2 1,647 565,000 938,000 21 66.0
Taman Sri Kepong Baru 2 592 190,000 350,000 4.1 84.2

Transacted prices of
existing high-rise residential developments

NAME OF PROJECT FLOOR TRANSACTED TRANSACTED YIELDS GROWTH
AREA PRICES IN 201 PRICES IN 2015 (%) RATE (%)

(sQFT) (RM) . (ew) _
Casa Prima 1,150 235,000 415,000 37 76.6
CasaMagna 936 210,000 393,000 3.4 871
Fortune Court 915 123,000 258,000 4.3 109.8
Fortune Avenue 1137 250,000 460,000 3.9 84.0

Vista Mutiara 1,001 225,000 420,000 37 86.7
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Establishedin the
1860s, Kepong has
seen much growth.

Property values have
soared over the years

Chen: The proposed Sungai Buloh-
Serdang-Putrajaya MRT2 line will also
have stations in Kepong. We expect this
to further boost demand for landed and
non-landed homes in Kepong
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Wong: The target market in Kepong is
mostly people who work in Kuata Lumpur,
Petaling Jaya and Shah Alam

HARIS HASSAN/THE EDGE

Tang: New launches in Kepong were
mainly pocket developments comprising
condominiums, apartments and shophouses
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